THE EMPIRE OF INDIA
of the profits from the opium trade, it has undertaken to remit to them a portion of the dues that are levied at the seaports on opium that is exported, It protects such of their subjects as travel abroad, or settle in foreign countries, issuing passports to them and taking them under its consular jurisdiction. Indeed, when the interests of the inhabitants of Native States are concerned, it hardly distinguishes between them and British subjects, not rigidly denying them official employment in British India and permitting them to compete for admission to the Indian Civil Service.
Candidly reviewed, the past has had its disappointments. Too often Indian princes have belied the promises of their youth and have been unable to withstand the enervating influence of their domestic surroundings, It has been asserted that they have been repressed into inaction by the Government's officious interference. There is no foundation for this excuse, The Government has thankfully respected the responsibilities of princes who have shown zeal and initiative. And it must be remembered that in governing his territory an Indian prince can obtain greater and more varied interests than are offered by the control of an estate to an English landholder.
BRITISH PROVINCES
We now turn to the provinces into which British India is subdivided. In separate chapters will be reviewed the principles and methods which regulate their administration in its various departments, and here it will suffice to enumerate them,"and to offer some explanatory observations on the general character of the tracts and of the people that inhabit them.
We may first dispose of four small territories which Can hardly be dignified with the title of province, The